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US Capital 



The Eternal Indian, a 48-foot sculpture  in Illinois by 
Lorado Taft, represents the unconquerable spirit of 
Native Americans. 







Two Old Worlds New to Each Other 



US Capital Rotunda 



Columbian Exchange Corn 
Pinto, black, kidney, navy,  lima beans 
Potato 
Tomato 
Bell and chili pepper 
Pineapple 
Papaya 
Concord grape 
Huckleberry, Strawberry, Blueberry, 
Cranberry, Raspberry, Blackberry, 
Plum 
Cherry 
Nuts 
Peanut, Cashew, Pecan, Black Walnut 
Cocoa, Vanilla 
Sweet potato 
Artichoke 
Sunflower 
Avocado 
Pumpkin and squash 



Domestic Animals  
and Disease 



Woodlands 
Southeast 
Great Plains 
Plateau 
Southwest 
Northwest 
Artic 
Middle America 



Paleo-Indians  13,000 Years Ago 



Adapted to Every Environment 







Wattle and Daub 





Illinois Kickapoo house made with tree saplings 
covered with cattail mats  



Corn, Beans, Squash / 3 Sisters 
native to the Americas 



Indians lived in subsistence communities in 
harmony with the environment,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the opposite of the competitive market economy of the 
Europeans based on allotments 





Hunting / Fishing / Gathering 



Crow hunters 
give thanks to 

the Great Spirit 
after a 

successful 
buffalo hunt 



Theology 



“University Removes Statue - U.S. Culture Wars 
Now Directed at Christian Men of Historical 

Importance” 



Communicating 
322 languages 



New Mexico State Flag 







Washington tribal leader wearing headdress 
denied access to U.S. Supreme Court hearing on 

his tribe 



Code Talkers  
Navajo is an unwritten language of extreme complexity. Its 
syntax and tonal qualities, not to mention dialects, make it 
unintelligible to anyone without extensive exposure and training. 
It has no alphabet or symbols. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The developers of the original code assigned Navajo words to 
represent about 450 frequently used military terms that did not 
exist in the Navajo language. For example: "besh- lo" (iron fish) 
meant "submarine.“ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  





Petroglyphs 



Many Native American nations of the plains used 
chronologies with pictograms of notable events to 

record the passing of the seasons.  





Storytelling 







Moundbuilders 



Cohokia 



Transportation 





Travois 



Snowshoes 



Art and  
Artifacts 



The Hall of Northwest Coast Indians 





Functional Art 



Stitch Count 
/ Coil Count 







Birchbark 





















Recreation - 
LaCrosse 



Seasonal  
Holidays 









Cultural Contact and Conflict 
 
1763 
Quebec Act closes west to settlement 
Cumberland Gap opened 
 
1863 
Transcontinental  
Railroad started 
Homestead Act passed 







On January 6, 1885, an act by Congress made Thanksgiving, and other federal 
holidays, a paid holiday for all federal workers throughout the United States 





“Manifest Destiny” 





Tecumseh and Tenskwatawa 
                            “the Prophet”  

had a revelation from the  
“Master of Life”  

sought to induce the Indians to discard  
white customs and goods  

 



US Capital – Death of Tecumseh 



Chief Black 
Hawk 
moved to Illinois 
with the intention 
of resettling there,  
fled to the West,  
leaving the 
Northwest 
Territory 
open for white 
settlement 



US Expands West 



coureur des bois 
voyageurs 













Public Perception 





Pony Express 
Riders 

St. Joseph, Missouri to 
California 

 
“Must be willing… 
to risk death daily. 

 
Orphans preferred.” 















By the shores of 
Gitche Gumee, 
By the shining Big-
Sea-Water 
Stood the wigwam of 
Nokomis 
Dark behind it rose 
the forest. 















Hopi Snake 
Dance 



The Searchers (1956) 
John Wayne embarks on a journey to rescue his 
niece from the Comanches 

- The film was a commercial 
success 

- Considered a masterpiece, 
and one of the greatest and 
most influential films ever 
made 

- Named the greatest 
American Western by the 
American Film Institute 



Western Artists 





Covington HS Trump Supporter 

Politics and Protest 













More than bows and arrows 
 


