[image: ][image: ]  Weekly Free Speech Forum		established Jan. 6, 1951
 College of Complexes
  The Playground for People Who Think  
	sustaining the academic tradition of   “One Fool at a Time”
[bookmark: _Toc190056893]


Every Saturday	Main Page
at 5:00 PM CT	www.collegeofcomplexes.org 
	
[image: ]	Schedule
[image: ]	http://www.collegeofcomplexes.org/CoC-Current-Schedule-of-Speakers.html   
 
To Join the Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81216467150  

Mobile phone or Landline
1 312 626 6799, US (Chicago) 
[image: ]Meeting ID: 812 1646 7150	                                in-person and on zoom

Join our Meetup Group
[image: ]in order to receive weekly speaker / topic information
https://www.meetup.com/FreeSpeechForum/ 

To Join CoC Google Group for Updates  
[image: ]Send a Blank Email to: 
collegeofcomplexes+subscribe@googlegroups.com    

Solicitation for Speakers - the next open dates are January 17, 24, 31
contact the Program Coordinator Charles Paidock if you would like to at cpaidock@hotmail.com or (312) 842-5036, (312) 714-7790 cell


October 25th		What A Government We Have! 
[image: ]What Government Do We Have?
Meeting # 3,841 - Bill Geraci (jer-AW-see) returns to the college
What are the three ways humans have organized themselves? And how have we Americans set up our "experiment"? Are we a democracy? Spoiler alert: It's not what you think! Come find out just how much our Founding Fathers didn't trust politicians!

November 1st		Mao in China / Trump in US /
[image: ]		and Centrally Planned Economies
MAGA calls for Americans to endure higher prices / Is factory work essential to the “spiritual” health of the working class?
Meeting # 3,842 - college regular Tim Bolger
Donald Trump’s second-term economic vision has taken on an openly nationalist and state-directed character, drawing comparisons—sometimes tongue-in-cheek, sometimes critical—to Mao Zedong’s rhetoric of sacrifice. Critics have dubbed the approach “Mao MAGA,” highlighting the blend of patriotic appeals, centralized economic control, and calls for Americans to endure higher prices for the sake of national strength. Trump has described the U.S. as a “department store” that sets prices for foreign goods, and has pledged to personally decide tariff levels with business leaders, while imposing steep duties—especially on Chinese imports—to force companies to manufacture in America. Supporters see this as bold nation-building to restore manufacturing and worker dignity; opponents see creeping authoritarian economics and politicized price-setting.


[image: Palestine Flag Cheap | Free Shipping | Vispronet][image: ]November 8th		A Historical Summary Comparing the Mass Displacement of Cretan Muslims, Pontic Greeks, & Palestinians
[image: ]Alexandria Keating-Sofiakis, Candidate for US Congress IL-10, Illinois Green Party
Meetings # 3,843 - video interview  https://youtu.be/xrlVB-iUwZo 

Campaign Information:  https://www.facebook.com/people/Alexandria-Keating-Sofiakis-for-IL-10/61574599503560/ 

Illinois Green Party - website - https://www.ilgp.org/   Facebook  - https://www.facebook.com/ILGreenParty 

Join -   https://www.ilgp.org/membership/ 


[image: http://www.collegeofcomplexes.org/candidate_winner_new.jpg]November 15th		Aris F. Yanibas, Candidate for U.S. Congress, 5th District, Independent
Meeting # 3, 844 - an attorney in Chicago for 55 years, and college regular
Aris F. Yanibas is a Chicago-based attorney specializing in real estate transactions and legal services. He received his law degree from the John Marshall Law School and was admitted to the Illinois bar in 1970. 

[image: ]The 5th congressional district of Illinois covers parts of Cook and Lake counties, as of the 2023 redistricting which followed the 2010 census. All or parts of Chicago, Inverness, Arlington Heights, Barrington Hills, Des Plaines, Palatine, Mount Prospect, Deer Park, Kildeer, Lake Zurich, Long Grove, and North Barrington are included. 

The district is the wealthiest district in the state of Illinois.
It has been represented by Democrat Mike Quigley since the April 2009 special election.


November 22nd		Open Microphone on Conspiracy Theories 
[image: ]Why have 82 shooters been identified, sent by 42 groups, who shot from 14 directions, and not one of 214 alleged conspirators been put on trial and found guilty?
Meeting # 3,845 - contact the Program Coordinator Charles Paidock if you would like to be one of the three keynote speakers at at (312) 842-5036, (312) 714-7790 cell, or cpaidock@hotmail.com


November 29th		Max Solomon for Governor 2026
[image: ]Christian, Conservative, Republican
Meetings # 3,846 -
​Born in Lagos, Nigeria, Solomon lost his mother at age 14 and then his father two and a half years later. At age 17, he found himself responsible for supporting his six younger siblings.  After immigrating to the United States, Solomon attended South Suburban Community College, earning his associate degree in political science. He graduated with a perfect G.P.A. and received the Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship award.
[image: ]
Using the Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship award, Solomon attended DePaul University. He earned a B.A. in political science and double minored in religious studies and peace, conflict resolution and social justice.

Solomon went on to receive a master's degree in theology from Valparaiso University and a J.D. from Valparaiso University School of Law.  Solomon works as an attorney. He also teaches political science and law-related classes as an adjunct at South Suburban Community College.

December 6th		Barbie Spomenka Vajic
[image: ]Republican Candidate for Congress, in the 3rd District"People First, No Political Career"
Meeting # 3,847 - 
Small Business Owner, Serbian-American, Republican, fighting for America First

[image: http://www.collegeofcomplexes.org/publishImages/December~~element1000.jpg]Illinois's 3rd congressional district includes parts of Cook County and DuPage County, and has been represented by Democrat Delia Ramirez since January 3, 2023. Prior to being drastically reconfigured to a different region in 2023, when it was created largely out of portions from the 4th 2021 to 2023, Dan Lipinski from 2005 to 2021, and by Lipinski's father Bill from 1983 to 2005.

"I prioritize pro-life values, recognizing America's unique beauty and charm. Americans deserve an improved future, and by seizing the many opportunities available, we can create a better life for all, upholding the America First principle and striving to restore America's former greatness."

December 13th		Chad Koppie
[image: http://www.collegeofcomplexes.org/chad_koffie.jpg]Candidate for US Congress, in the 7th District
"Patriot – Farmer – Aviator – Family Man"
Meeting # 3,848 -
Chad believes that education is the key to the future and that means that – in order to improve the educational system – everyday people need to stand up and speak out.

[image: https://collegeofcomplexes.homestead.com/~local/~Preview/publishImages/index~~element3026.jpg]Chad Koppie is a lifetime farmer. He currently lives on an 80 acre farm and currently rents 600 acres that he still farms.  A retired jumbo jet Captain with Delta Airlines of 35 years, Chad flew jets out of Chicago's O'Hare Airport domestically then retired as the number one jumbo jet Captain out of New York City's JFK. 

Here's Chad's new video: https://www.facebook.com/IllinoisFamilyAction/videos/970265685128993 

[image: ]December 20, 27		Closed
Happy Holidays
from the Faculty and Students of the CoC

January 3rd		Open Microphone:  
[image: ]		What is Going to Happen to the World
 in 2026?
Everyone will have 5 minutes each to Present their Predictions
Meeting # 3,849 - please contact the Program Coordinator Charles Paidock if you wish to be one of the three (3) keynote speakers to get the conversation going, with 15 to 20 minutes to speak at (312) 714-7790 or cpaidock@hotmail.com
[image: ]
Jan 10th		College of Complexes Special Program
75th Anniversary on January 6th, 2026
Meeting # 3,850 - established in 1951 - 
Open Microphone on has the college improved, or diminished, the general level of conversation, and solved all the world's problems?

[image: http://www.collegeofcomplexes.org/pills.jpg]Jan 17th		Lack of Regulation of Medical Marketing of Supplements – what do terms “treats, prevents, or supports” really mean? 
Meeting # 3,851 - Dr. Daniel Herlihy, family practice physician, medical coach and educator, , author of 3 books

He speaker states that: "Look at the label for example of a supplement, “Viadin H.” What do you think this supplement does? What is it good for?
[image: ]
 It would be very reasonable for you to assume that Viadin H prevents cardiovascular disease. After all, it says it right there on the label: “supports heart function.” But of course, if we put our close-reading glasses on, we recognize that “supports heart function” is very much not the same as “prevents myocardial infarction” or “treats heart failure.” In fact, upon closer examination, we may even realize that “supports heart function” is devoid of any real semantic quality. What does it even mean? Could it mean… nothing?

[image: Demi for Illinois, smiling in a black suit]Jan 24th		Demi Palecek, Candidate for Illinois State Representative, Democrat
 “Doesn’t just talk about change, she gets to work and makes it happen”
Meeting # 3,852.
Progressive veteran, community activist, and Democrat running for State Representative in the 13th District (district includes parts of Northside Chicago and the lakefront, such as Uptown, Andersonville, and Lake View.)

[image: ]Demi Palecek has dedicated her life to service.  A member of the Illinois National Guard, she protected our U.S. Capitol - and our democracy - in the wake of the January 6th insurrection. An advocate for our community, she is an IWIL alum and has held leadership roles with the 46th Ward Democrats & Illinois Veterans for Change. With experience in advocacy, policy, organizing, and communications, she will bring ethics, discipline, empathy, and real-world insight to our legislature.

Jan 31st 		US Threats to Overthrow the Venezuelan Revolution
		Meeting # 3,853 - Stansfield Smith on central and South American affairs
[image: ]		Since September 2025, the U.S. military has conducted several missile strikes on vessels in international waters near Venezuela. U.S. officials assert these attacks target "narco-terrorists" and are part of a counter-narcotics campaign.

		The Trump administration has designated the Venezuela-based gang Tren de Aragua as a "foreign terrorist organization" and has repeatedly accused Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro of being involved in drug trafficking.

[image: ]		For 26 years the US government has been trying to overthrow the democratically elected government of Venezuela, put an end to its popular revolution, and take control of its oil, the largest reserves in the world. The US has tried coups, assassination attempts, economic blockade, even inventing their own president, but nothing has worked. Now Washington accuses Venezuela of flooding the US with cocaine, even though the 2025 reports of both the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, and the US Drug Enforcement Agency 2025 National Drug Threat Assessment do not even mention Venezuelan involvement. Now, every few days Washington seeks to provoke incidents in order to justify a military invasion, creating a new US war for oil. Provocations include CIA activity and bombing Venezuelan origin boats without justification, heinously murdering their occupants in international waters.  

[image: ]Feb 7th		Marching as a Vehicle for Social Change, a
		Report on the “Save America March” to build unity, one step at a time
Meeting # 3,854 -
[image: ]Ed S. Fallon is an American activist, former politician, talk show host, author and urban farmer from the State of Iowa. He was previously a Democratic candidate for Governor of Iowa and the U.S. Congress, and served as a member of the Iowa General Assembly from 1993 to 2006.

Fallon’s history of marching as a vehicle for social change dates back to 1986, when he organized the Iowa stretch of the coast-to-coast Great Peace March. Since then, Fallon has organized five long marches and walks.

“Our democracy is being supplanted by authoritarian rule,” said Fallon. “We’ll never address the existential threats of climate change and nuclear weapons, or any other pressing issue for that matter, without a functional democracy. Violence isn’t the answer. The approach of leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., Cesar Chavez, and Dorothy Day is what will save us.”

“Authoritarianism has been spreading for a while,” said Fallon. “This year, it’s gone from bad to worse. The civility that used to define public engagement is being supplanted by name-calling, lying, and flouting the Constitution.”

Information: http://climatemarch.org/save-america-march/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email 
[image: ]
February		Notice
[bookmark: _GoBack]		Please Note: The college will cease operation on a weekly basis after the current schedule is exhausted on Feb.7th





[image: ]Saturdays	Presentation at 5:00 PM
To Join the Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81216467150  
By phone 
1 312 626 6799, US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 1646 7150
\
www.collegeofcomplexes.org 

[image: ][image: ]Watch Videos of Previous Presentations  (150+)
CoC Lecture Library
http://www.collegeofcomplexes.org/LectureLibrary.html 
or go to main page for link

Collection of Powerpoint Slide Presentations + Free Films
from programs at the college
http://www.collegeofcomplexes.org/Free-Speech-On-Line-List-of-Video-Links.html 

[image: ][image: ]Join our Meetup Group
in order to receive weekly speaker / topic information
https://www.meetup.com/FreeSpeechForum/
 

[image: ][image: ]                 Continue Your Education All Week Long
on our electronic discussion group - to join send a blank e-mail to:   
collegeofcomplexes+subscribe@googlegroups.com
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